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Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; 2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10 

 In the first reading we can see a common experience which is a source of a lot of stress 

for people: How long, O LORD?  I cry for help but you do not listen!  If someone isn’t doing 

what we want we always think it must be because they aren’t listening!  We look at the world 

and in our own lives or the lives of others and we can see a lot of things wrong.  At times like 

that we can turn to God like the prophet Habakkuk did and ask God [why] do you not intervene? 

 Why don’t you do something God?  Look at the problems all around!  How can I have 

faith that you are a powerful God and love us, if things in the world - or in my own life - are 

going so wrong? But Jesus doesn’t promise life would be great all the time.  He predicts His own 

death at the hands of His people.  He tells his followers that they too will suffer and that they will 

clash with the world.  Maybe this was why the Apostles in the Gospel today ask Jesus: Increase 

our faith.   Geesh, if that’s what’s on the horizon Jesus, help me to have faith enough to follow! 

 Jesus says to those who ask for an increase in faith: If you have faith the size of a mustard 

seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey 

you.  Well that’s a strange thing to say.  Matthew quotes Jesus saying something similar: if you 

have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ 

and it will move.   Is He trying to say that if we have this things called “faith” we can do 

powerful, almost magical things our own command?  Not really.  To get what He is trying to say 

have to first know that Jesus often makes a point by exaggeration.  When He says “If your eye 

causes you to sin, gouge it out” - the message is not to actually gouge out your eyes, but the 

larger message is to be willing to get rid of anything that causes you to sin.  We do this kind of 

thing all the time.  If I say “I will do anything for you” we don’t mean literally “anything” - it is a 

way of expressing an extreme form of commitment.  Jesus’ exaggeration is made stronger when 

you know that a mustard seed is tiny (the size of a grain of sand), and a Mulberry has extremely 

deep and extensive roots.  You transplanting a Mulberry at all, much less into the sea is 

impossible - but the point here is not about replanting trees - its about realizing that although it is 

impossible for you, that’s not the end of the story.  In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus adds 

something that helps to get to the point: if you have even a tiny bit of faith (size of the mustard 

seed), then nothing will be impossible for you. 



 You have to understand the statement, nothing will be impossible for you, not to mean 

that you will have no personal limits (Jesus says elsewhere that without God you can do no good 

thing, and for man it is impossible, but for God all things are possible - that is, Jesus admits that 

we have limits) - instead of picturing yourself as a superhero, think of Him meaning that with a 

tiny bit of faith you will call nothing impossible.  Nothing would be impossible for you 

understood as “Nothing would be seen by you as impossible.”  It is not about Mulberry trees at 

all!  It’s not about me having unlimited power.  It is that with faith we don’t need to ask God 

[why] do you not intervene, we don’t need to become stressed and give up thinking God will not 

act.  We may not be able to dig the Mulberry tree up and replant it, but God can do the 

impossible in ways we wouldn’t expect (e.g. moving the sea around the tree replanting it that 

way). God does things in ways we can’t anticipate; have faith that God can do something unique.   

 Jesus goes on in the passage to talk about the relationship between master and servant.  

Faith in God involves entering that master-servant relationship with God as the master.  In this 

way, we should not expect God to take direction from us or answer questions like: [why] do you 

not intervene, we are here to serve and follow, not to critique and direct.  The best news for the 

one who become God’s servant is that there is another side of this master-servant relationship.  

The master provides for the servant.  The human master provides the servants food, housing, 

clothing, and protection within the compound during the dangerous nights.  They just need to 

focus on their job, and let him focus on his.  By taking you on as servant, he takes on these 

responsibilities. 

 In all parables that Jesus tells where there is a master-servant relationship with the master 

representing God, God is a generous master.  He pays the workers who worked one hour a full 

days wage, he repays and promotes those who serve him (like the parable of the talents), and we 

hear the son in the parable of the prodigal son say: How many of my father’s hired workers have 

more than enough food to eat.  God is the master who feeds in abundance, who protects, who 

rewards and who cares for his servants.   Have a mustard seed’s worth of faith that God is that 

great master and that despite how things look, one way or another, in this life or in the next, God 

is going to set things right and provide for those who make themselves His servants.  When you 

are working for this God - you should consider nothing as impossible to be resolved - even when 

it looks bad.  The servant with a mustard seed’s worth of faith believes God the master will act 

… when and how the master knows is best.


